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STORY THUS FAR 


I n the early 21 st century, an apocalypse turned 
fertile lands into deserts and brought human 
civilization to its knees. Control of Japan passed 
into the hands of tyrannical kings. 300 years 
later, a new hope was born. 

At the birth of a rebel chieftain’s twins, the 
blind prophet Nagi predicted, "This is a child of 
destiny, one who will grow to lead the people 
and be the light in the sky of our nation’s 
future.” The people of Byakko Village placed their 
hopes in their Chieftain’s son Tatara and raised 
him as the “Boy of Destiny.” 

With the tyrannical Ukon XV ruling Japan 
through his ruthless sons, a better tomorrow can 
only be achieved by means of strife and blood¬ 
shed. When the “Boy of Destiny” is killed by the 
Red King’s forces, it is up to his twin sister to 
secretly take up his sword and fulfill the prophe¬ 
cy of their birth. Sarasa must lead her people in 
her brother’s name or all will be lost. 

In Kyushu, Sarasa has gained allies and an 
impossible victory over the Red King -crippling 
his Navy and chariot corps. But in doing so, she 
has lost the Byakko sword. Then Tatara is invited 
to meet the Blue King, who has somehow 
gained possession of her village’s sacred blade. 

Traveling with Shuri —who’s in the guise of 
a monk!— Sarasa’s plan to journey to Seiran and 
secredy check things out was foiled when they 
were captured and forced to participate in a hor¬ 
rible, deadly race for the Blue King’s entertain¬ 
ment. Then the Blue King wanted to sacrifice her 
to a fake dragon! Through strength and will, 
Sarasa fought the drug that would have caused 
her to sleep through the ritual, instead revealing 
to all the trickery of the Blue King. 

With the help of the Count, the people rise 
up to defeat the cruel Blue King, and Tatara gains 
more allies. Just as Sarasa and Shuri are reunited, 
the Blue King’s secret floodgates are opened, 
destroying the palace and separating Sarasa from 
Shuri, who soon learns Captain Asagi is the true 
Blue King. 
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AZURE TALE 1: PARASITE 
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OF HIS 
OWN 
SONS. 


TO THE 

POINT*. 


DID YOU 
KNOW... 
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\ tsi him into a\!j I THINK 
A \ sacrifice. I' HE'S HERE 


4 /#i\ THOUGH I 
)jw \ cOULDMT 





50 YOU'RE 
GOING TO 
USE 

TATAR/A 

NOW... 


AND YOU 
THINK 
TATARA'S 
GOING TO 
TRU5T YOU!? 


IDYNASTY... gCOUPLE 

\ | WITH THE 

> . \ TROUPE. 

/ ^ 

/7 HAVE 

/ BEEN ' fV 
SA around j' 

FOR 300 \ l) ( 

a ^ 


DON’T x 

YOU THINK/An\ C 

it ' 5 VrH 

GOTTEN b 
ROTTEN? kfM. 


1 IT’S x 
1 FESTERED I 
S TOO 
LONG. 
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/IT WANTS 
/ TO.GO 'll 

/ BACK TO 
BEING A 1 
1 GIRL. I ft 


SINCE 
THAT- 
.DAY... i 


ip? BODY % 
Ofe- HASN'T 7 
■vnrTFn 


^wanted! 
fro go % 

l'BACK. 


WANTED 
TO BE A 
GIRL 
AGAIN.' 
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WATER'S 

FINALLY 

RECEDING. 
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THEN. 


WHY DO 
I FEEL 
THI5 
WAY? 


WHAT IS 
THIS EVIL 
AURA... 


49 





























'AZURE TALE 2:>JOKER 

a mrnrn 









1 A f %r^A 
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CHRYSAN' 

TH6MUM, 

RETURN TO 
KYOTO AND 
SEND ME 
[ REPORTS. 


MM. 

HOW 

DULL.., 


I WANT YOU 
TO FIND THE 
ACHILLES 
HEEL... , 


f -OF 
fTHE RED , 1 
I KINS. | 
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[ WHAT 

•matters 

\ NOW- 


IS FOR US 
TO GET 
BACK ON 
OUR FEET 
AND 
REBUILD 
THE CITY. 


WE CANT | 
THINK 
PAST THAT 
YET. 














TATARA I 
CAN'T BE 
WITHOUT A 
SWORD. 


WILL YOU 
TAKE CARE 
) OF THE 
' SEIRYU 
SWORD? 



. V* WHAT AN 
f* VA OCCASION 
LET'S DRINK L% 

TO THIS „V A 
NEWFOUND /V J 
BROTHER- \ 

hood! I \ r«v, 


WHAT A 
. BEAUTIFUL 
SICHTTO 
j BEHOLD. 


SO 

BEAUTIFUL 
I WANT TO j 

vomrr. I 


y/iy! y^i 0M 

Wkl lift 


W you'd 

Pi DRINK TO 
K ANYTHING! 





























































WHATEVER 
THEY SAY 
ABOUT 
UNITY... 
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i PROBABLY 
NEVER 
\ KNEW , 
\ THIS. 


/ BUT \ 
THE 
BLUE 
KING 
WAS A 
TWIST¬ 
ED 
MAN. 


TREATED 
WORSE 
I THAN THE 
SLAVES. 


HE 

WAS... 1 
VERY 
POND 
OF / 
Y OUNG 
BOYS. 


WISHED 
I COULD 


I HAD NO 
FAMILY. 


■^IT 

^DIDN’T 
'LOOK 
Vthat 
^ WAY. 


COULD DO 
NOTHING! 


NO ONE 
TO TURN 
TO! 


HE ACTED 
LIKE HE 
RAN THE 
PLACE! 
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.SHURI. 


KNOCK 

HIM 

DOWN- 















75 


'TAKING care of wounded. 
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...I GUESS I 
SHOULDN'T. 


DON'T 

KNOW 

HIM. 


IS HE 
THE 
MONK 

you 

[were on 

hTHE SHIP 


THE ONE 
KAKU TOLD 
ME ABOUT?’ 


TATAR# 

SHOULDN’T 
BE SAYING 
SUCH 
THINGS. 


HE'S NOT 
REALLY A 
MONK. HE'S A 
DUMPLING 
MERCHANT. 


f I KNOW I 
1 SHOULDN'T. 


WITHOUT IT YOU 
MIGHT BE 
POSSESSED BY 
THE NEED FOR 
REVENGE. 


LOVE IS 
ONE OF 
..NATURE'S 
\ LAWS. 


A KILLING 
MACHINE 
WITHOUT 
FEELING. 


DON'T 
PRETEND 
THAT WHAT 15 
TRUE ISN'T. 
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THEN WHAT 
COULD IT BE? 



CANT 

BE. 


THAT'S 

NOT 

POSSIBLE. 


THEY DON'T 
KNOW... 


...WHO 

THE 

OTHER 

REALLY 






















\\ FUNNY! 


FORGE \ 
THI5 1 
HAND- 
XWRITING: 


I HAVE 
TEARS IN 
/V\y EYES! 


RECEIVE 

YOUR 

LETTER! 


RAI ZO'SA 
TOUGH 
TEACHER! 


GOOD 

MORNING. 


CAN I HAVE 
A GLASS 
OF 

WATER...? 












































































•^BORROWED CLOTHES. 
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<^SxS ) 
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I'M 

l SORRY!, 


m 

i SORRY! 




EVERYONE'S 
DOING THEIR 
JOBS NOW... 




NOW 

DON'T USE 
THAT ARM 
FORA 
WHILE. 
NEXT....' 


BE 

HAPPY- 


TIME I WAS 
FLIRTING 
WITH SHURI... 

...SHE WAS 
SUFFERING! 


ALIVE, 

AT 

LEAST. 


BUT I 
ALMOST 
WISH 
SHE 

WEREN'T... 


MEAN! 

BEING 

SPARED 

THOSE 

HORRORS' 



























































I THAT'S - 
WHAT 
FRIENDS 
I ARE FOR. 


YOU MIGHT 
. MAKE THE 
WRONG 
DECISION. 


EVERY¬ 
THING TO 
YOURSELF. 


THIS HAS 
NOTHING TO 
DO WITH 
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JUST AS I 
THOUGHT.. 
STILL 
PIRATES 
AT HEART. 


CHACHA! 
STOP IT! 


../VW ENTRANCE 
LOOKALLTHE 
BETTER. 
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...FOR 
WHOM 
YOU'D GIVE 
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WHEN THE 
YOUNG ASAG\ 
CAME HERE... 
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'/mil, 
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) THERE, 

/ THEY'LL 
/ PRAY FOR 
THE PEACE 
l OF THE 
\ COUNTRY. 


IT’S A 

LEISURELY 
MONTH- 
LONG TRIP. 




NOW 
THEY’RE 
GOING TO 
INTERN HIS 
REMAINS IN 
MT. KOYA. 


S even' though there were no remains. gg 
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I '/V\ NOT ALL 
BRAWN AND NO 
BRAIN, IF 
THAT'S WHAT 
y Oil MEAN! 


M GOT INTO HER? 


THIS IS 
EMBAR¬ 
RASSING., 


SUO CITY 







— r 

T" 

7"—i 

l 1 ’I-- ■ ==d 

WHO’S > 




THERE? 





WSm 

5 - 

| 

j] 

il 


^Mb 
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SHE'S 
SELLING 
ALL THESE 
EXOTIC 
THINGS! 


WE THOUGHT 
YOU MIGHT 
WANT TO 
TAKE A LOOK. 
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LOOK 

SO 

MUCH 

ALIKE. 


DON'T 

WORRY, 

THERE'S 

PLENTY 

MORE. 


I WANT THIS 
CLOTH! 


...HER 
TO BE 
LOCKED 
AWAY IN A 
PRISON OR 
SOME- " 
THINS! 
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WHAT 

IT? 


PAPER 

BIRD? 


CHACHA. 


WOW, 

TARA, YOU 
<E IT LOOK 
50 

: ORTLESS. 
HAT 15 IT? 


IT WOULD BE 
DANGEROUS 
TO SEND ANY 
AAE55AGES. 


THEY 
WOULD 
STOP MY 
TEARS. 


MOTH 
WOUl 
MAKE C 
FOR r 
WHEr 


' SHE'LL KNOW 
'S FROM ME 
EN SHE SEES 
THIS. ’ 






'Y 



































































































V WOULC 
if GOOD 
j HAVE 
SUCCEf 
1 TO SHII 
i WOF 


W WE'RE 
! BUILDING 
AN 

1 UNDER¬ 
GROUND 
(WATERWAY.. 


THIS CHILD 
CAN TAKE 
CHARGE OF 
3UILDING THE 


BASED ON 
PLANS 
SHIDO LEFT 
BEHIND. 
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m* ^ m 


: SHE 1 

BROUGHT 
A LETTER 
FROM HER 
PARENTS, 


WHO IS A 

MERCHANT IN SHE IS THE 
SANUKIANDA DAUGHTER 
DISTANT OFTONO, 
RELATIVE OF 
ASHO'S. 














































SILENCE, YOU 


\ OUTTA 

WRETCHED" 

r j ^ 

P= THE 
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LOOK 

t r 

\ QUIET, 

INTO MY 

ASHO! 

EYES AND ^ 

ANSWER 


J 

A 


SIRE, EVEN 
TATARA’S MEN 
ARE GOING IN AND 
OUT OF HIS 
ESTATE NOW! 































































IT WILL BE 
A MONTH- 
LONE 
JOURNEY, 


I WONT MAKE 
YOU TAKE 
RESPONSIBILITY 
FOR ANYTHING 
THAT HAPPENS 
ON YOUR 
ESTATE DURING 
YOUR ABSENCE. 


FROM 
KYOTO TO 
MT. KOYA 
TO 

KUMANO. 


THIS IS 
NOT A 
TRIP FOR 
WHICH YOU 
NEED TO 
\ TAKE 

Women. 


you MAY 
TAKE YOUR 
TIME AND 
SPREAD 
YOUR 
WINGS. 


DON'T 

CONCERN 

YOURSELF 

WITH 

MATTERS 
BACK HOME! 
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HE SAYS HE 
WONT HOLD ME 
RESPONSIBLE 
FOR WHAT HE 
FINDS. 


I'M MORE 
THAN 

GRATEFUL 
FOR HIS 
LENIENCY... 
BUT... 


HE'LL 


ESTATE 


168 
























GONE 

MAD. 


I SHOULD BE 
TOO OLD 
FOR THIS... 


DON'T 

WANT... 
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pis! 

M 

SSsSsI 


THEY 
SAVE 
ME THI5 
FOR 
YOU. 


X CH/ACHA! 

























WELL, 
NOW WE 
KNOW. 



OH, 

MOM! 


IF ONLY I 
COULD 
TALK TO 
HER! 



I HOPE 
THEY 
DON'T 
KEEP YOU 
TIED UP. 


ARE YOU 
kHURT? 
OR SICK? 
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KUMANO, 
ON THE 
KII 

PENINSULA. 


DUE SOUTH OF 
KYOTO AND 
HAILED AS THE 
LAND OF THE 
GODS, 


Kumano 


ALAND 
MENTIONED IN 


THE “KOJIKI,” THE 
OLDEST JAPANESE 
TEXT, AND OTHER 
ANCIENT 
HISTORICAL 
CHRONICLES. 


IT WAS A 
MAJOR 
DESTINATION 
FOR 

PILGRIMS. 


AS A CENTER FOR 
SHINTO AND 
BUDDHIST ASCETIC 
PRACTICES, IT 
DREW SO MANY 
WORSHIPPERS 
THATTHE 
SWARMS... 


IN THE 
DAYS 
OF 

OLD... 

AND 

EVEN 

NOW... 


WERE CALLED 
THE "KUMANO 
ANT TRAIL." 


TATARA, 

LOOK. 


THE 

SHORE IS 
IN SIGHT. 




IT’S SAID THAT 
THE SPIRITS OF 
THE DEAD CAN 
BE MET ALONG 
THE OLD 
PILGRIMAGE 
ROUTE. 


IT WAS BELIEVED TO 
BE A SACRED SITE 
CLOSEST TO THE 
“PURE LAND” OF 
AMIDA BUDDHISM. 


KUMANO. 
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- / 

/ THE 

. W-n IT’S A 

WORSHIP 

1 OF 

1 NATURE 

WATER- 

/ /A'/o\ 1 \ FALL ~ " 

1 BEGAN 
^HERE, 

■I DEIFIED 

REVERED 

SPIRIT. 

-; ? is|w_ j 

\ V ^ i 
,rs r L/ 

THE 

TALLEST 

IN . M At J THAT 

JAPAN. / 7 Cm one ' s 

W £2 

■gH 

Hg*|] 


THERE ARE A L-yr-x 
LOT OF /\ 1 

FISHING V' \ 
VESSELS [ 
ABOUT. IS/ a 


/ HIDE THE 

L SHIP AMONG 

// THE ROCKS. 
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a „*** o" a lr 'lo 




thanks for all 

YOUR SUPPORT! 

^ AND KEEP THOSE 

LETTERS COMING! V s 

1 CANT WRITE BACKUS 

MUCH AS R r wETTT 

“ v ^Jf 

MONTHS).^ 
PLEASE BE PATIENT! 


a"'/ 


' a 


BASARAS UP TO 

VOL. 6! 

> BUT THERE'S PLENTY MORE 
TO COME! 

PLEASE STAY TUNED! 


. OH IN CASE THEV MAKE 

basara into an anime i 1 

V SHOW. TELL ME YOUR 
[ OPINIONS ON WHICH VOICE 
) ACTORS WOULD FIT WHICH 
ROLES! 


This isn't really a self- __ _ 

r*" TfihLS. 
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(FROM FRIDAV THE IBfTVO 






















































anil helpful. If t 
thanks to them u;e 


THANK YOU! 
THANK YOU! } 


KLAKETA — 
i_ KLAKETA 


We got the taxi 
step on it, and i 
made the train i 



/ BUT I'M 
Will the SURE 

research TATARA 

prove WOULD 

fruitful!? WALK ON A 

See vol.7 toV PLAIN TRAIL. 


mu 


/ WRITE ME ANY ^ ) 

. TIME! 

YOU SHOULD ALL 
fGO TO SOUTH Kll! IT'S 
I REALLY pretty AND 
n V PRISTI NE!_ 


-,/• ^ The Kum< 

~y A pilgrimage ra 


tamls. 


I WENT TO THE STATES, TOO. '' 
A LOT OF STUFF HAPPENED! 
I'LL EVENTUALLY WRITE ABOUT 

It In another tam-tam 

TIME. STAY TUNED! 


too! <y Check out n 
novels from Palette 
Books! 







